
   

 

MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING  

ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW 

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 

VIA ZOOM 

September 2, 2021 

 

The Meeting was called to order by Chairman Norm Casini at 3:00 p.m. and the following 

responded to Roll Call:  

 

PRESENT:    Norm Casini, Chairman 

   Michael Gero, Building Official 

Don Ramm, City Engineer  

Steve Rega, Fire Chief 

 

ABSENT:  Jeff Markley, City Planner     

 

Old Business: 

 

1. 7628 Hemlock Road, Jim & Candace Hatton  – Represented by Marek Builders for the 

construction of a new single-family dwelling. 

 

New Business: 

 

2. 6590 Wood Avenue, John & Marianna Pietrzak -  Proposed addition to existing 

single-family dwelling. 

 

Chairman Casini asked if there were any additions or corrections to the August 19, 2021 

Minutes.  There were none. 

 

A motion was made by Building Official Gero, seconded by City Engineer Ramm, to 

approve the Minutes of the Architectural Board of Review meeting of August 19, 2021. 

 

ROLL CALL: Yeas: Casini, Gero, Ramm 

   Nays: None 

   MOTION CARRIED 

 

7628 Hemlock Road, Jim & Candace Hatton  – Robert Marek of Marek Builders was in 

attendance on behalf of the homeowners. 

 

Chairman Casini stated that Mr. Marek should probably include a couple of coach lights or lights 

on either side of the door and a stone address underneath one of them, maybe on the right side.  

The Chairman stated that he hadn’t seen the colors.   

 

Mr. Marek stated that he turned the colors in to the Building Department. 
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Building Official Gero stated that the windows will be white.  He produced a sample of the 

stone.   

 

Chairman Casini asked where would the stone be located. 

 

Mr. Marek stated that there would just be a little bit of stone on the front elevation, anything 

above grade on the front.  He stated it would be on the bottom of the porch, the sides of the 

garage.  That would be the grade brick. 

 

Building Official Gero asked Mr. Marek about the other sides of the house. 

 

Mr. Marek stated that those would be poured walls.   

 

Chairman Casini stated that he didn’t have any other questions. 

 

Building Official Gero stated that he didn’t have any questions on the plans for the house.   

 

City Engineer Ramm stated that he had no questions on the plans for the house either.   

 

The Chairman asked if the City Engineer had any questions on the site plan. 

 

Building Official Gero stated that there were some issues on the site plan regarding the utilities, 

the water. 

 

Mr. Marek stated that the water was submitted to the Water Department. They were waiting to 

hear back from them.  He stated that when he built the house next door, they had to go through 

some items to get the water.  He stated that he knows they have to do a sanitary and a storm tap; 

they already know about all that.  He stated that they were waiting on the Division of Water to 

get back to him with the permit to go ahead.   

 

Building Official Gero asked City Engineer Ramm if he had anything else.  The Building 

Official stated that would be the last house built on that road since the rest of the property was 

either City owned or National Park. 

 

Mr. Marek agreed.   

 

A motion was made by Building Official Gero, seconded by City Engineer Ramm, to 

approve the architectural drawings for the new dwelling, subject to the coach light fixtures, 

stone address and review and approval of the site plan by the City Engineer. 
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ROLL CALL: Yeas: Casini, Gero, Ramm 

   Nays: None 

   MOTION CARRIED 

 

6590 Wood Avenue, John & Marianna Pietrzak -  Mark Pietrzak was in attendance on behalf 

of the homeowners. 

 

Building Official Gero asked Mr. Pietrzak to tell the Board about the plans for the addition. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated that the plans were to put on the addition of approximately 1,100 sq. ft. onto 

the back of the existing home.  He stated that there would be a crawlspace underneath.  He stated 

that he lives in the house next door at 6580 Wood Avenue.  He stated that it was his parents’ 

house.  He stated that there would be a bigger master bedroom and laundry room so they would 

have everything on the first floor. 

 

Building Official Gero stated that he was glad that Mr. Pietrzak clarified that he lived next door. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated that the house was a pretty big downsize from where his parents were, so 

they were going to make this house a little bit bigger. 

 

Chairman Casini asked how many bedrooms did this house have. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated that currently there were three small bedrooms, but they plan on doing 

something with the current home to make the living space bigger.  He stated that the house will 

have four bedrooms after the addition.  He stated that they will eliminate the one bathroom, and 

that was why they were putting in a new master bathroom and another bathroom in the addition 

to accommodate the guest bathroom. 

 

Chairman Casini stated that on the south elevation, he was blending it with the existing roof.  He 

asked if there would be new shingles everywhere. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated that the current roof needed to be replaced; so once the addition is done, 

everything will be all combined.   

 

The Chairman stated that there will be no problem of matching the existing roof. 

 

Building Official Gero asked what was on the exterior of the existing house.   

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated that it was a brick veneer house.   

 

The Building Official asked if Mr. Pietrzak was going to put vinyl siding on the addition.   
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Mr. Pietrzak agreed.  He stated that it would be a neutral vinyl siding to match the mortar.  It 

would complement the existing brick. 

 

Building Official Gero stated that he assumed that the brick on the existing house was all the 

way down to grade. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak agreed. 

 

The Building Official asked Mr. Pietrzak what he was going to do with the foundation wall. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated it would be concrete block below grade, and they will do a scarlet color to 

match the existing split face block coming up out of the ground. 

 

The Chairman stated that there should be some kind of a transition member like he did on the 

west elevation.  He stated that on the north and south elevation, unless he would move the 

downspout right over the joint.   

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated that they would inset the foundation two inches on each side.  He stated that 

the siding will go flush with the existing house.   

 

The Chairman stated that Mr. Pietrzak could move the downspout. 

 

Building Official Gero asked Mr. Pietrzak if he put an addition on the back of the garage.   

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated that he did. 

 

The Building Official stated that Mr. Pietrzak did a nice job with that addition.  He stated that 

people often make the mistake of trying to keep everything straight, and it doesn’t work.  He 

stated that it was better to have a break in there. 

 

The Building Official stated that the color of the siding will match the existing. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated it will be a neutral color.  He stated that the house was a darker red brick with 

some gray and black throughout.  He stated that they would probably go with more of the mortar 

color, tan color siding. 

 

Building Official Gero asked what color would be the roof be. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated that they would probably do something with a gray and red in it.  He stated 

that it would be similar to what it was now.  He stated that there would be some contrast. 
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Chairman Casini stated that when Mr. Pietrzak would decide on the vinyl siding and roof colors, 

he could submit a sample to the Building Department. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak agreed. 

 

The Chairman stated that he had no other questions. 

 

City Engineer Ramm stated that he assumed that the gutters and downspouts will be tied to the 

existing system. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak agreed.  He stated that they plan on doing all new fascia gutters, soffits, redoing it 

all around the house.  He stated that the downspouts will go into the existing storm.  He stated 

that last year they went from the old system that was there on Wood and tied into the new that 

the previous owner never tied into.  He stated that there was a new storm line going from where 

the sidewalk was to the house.  He stated that the footer drains will go to the sump pump.   

 

Chairman Casini asked if there were any other questions. There were none. 

 

Building Official Gero asked Mr. Pietrzak if he was going to be the contractor on the job. 

 

Mr. Pietrzak stated that he was going to have somebody go ahead and frame it up.  He stated that 

he does HVAC.  He will do that.  He stated that he had an electrician and a drywall guy.  He 

stated that somebody else would be building the addition. 

 

A motion was made by Building Official Gero, seconded by City Engineer Ramm, to 

approve the addition. 

 

ROLL CALL: Yeas: Casini, Gero, Ramm 

   Nays: None 

   MOTION CARRIED 
 

There being no further business, the Architectural Board of Review virtual meeting of 

September 2, 2021 was adjourned at 3:13 p.m. 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Chairman Norm Casini 

 

____________________________________      

Debi Beal, Secretary,  
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